OEDIPUS   COMPLEX   IN   THE   LIGHT   OF   EARLY   ANXIETIES
Another anxiety contributory to castration fear derives from
the sadistic phantasies in which his excrements have turned
poisonous and dangerous. His own penis too, which is equated
with these dangerous faeces, and in his mind is filled with bad
urine, becomes therefore in his phantasies of copulation an organ
of destruction. This fear is increased by the belief that he con-
tains the bad penis of his father, i.e. by an identification with
the bad father. When this particular identification gains in
strength, it is experienced as an alliance with the bad internal
father against his mother. In consequence, the boy's belief in
the productive and reparative quality of his genital is diminished;
he feels that his own aggressive impulses are reinforced and that
the sexual intercourse with his mother would be cruel and
destructive.
Anxieties of this nature have an important bearing on his
actual castration fear and on the repression of his genital desires,
as well as on the regression to earlier stages, If these various
fears are excessive and the urge to repress genital desires is over-
strong, difficulties in potency are bound to arise later. Normally
such fears in the boy are counteracted by the picture of his
mother's body as the source of all goodness (good milk and
babies) as well as by his introjection of loved objects. When his
love impulses predominate, the products and contents of his body
take on the significance of gifts; his penis becomes the means of
giving gratification and children to his mother and of making
reparation. Also, if the feeling of containing the good breast of
his mother and the good penis of his father has the upper hand,
the boy derives from this a strengthened trust in himself which
allows him to give freer rein to his impulses and desires. In union
and identification with the good father he feels that his penis
acquires reparative and creative qualities. All these emotions
and phantasies enable him to face his castration fear and to
establish the genital position securely. They are also the pre-
condition for sublimated potency, which has an important bear-
ing on the child's activities and interests; and at the same time
the foundation is laid for the achievement of potency in later life.
(c)  The girl's Oedipus development
I have already described the early stages of the girl's Oedipus
development in so far as it is in line with the boy's development.
I shall now point out some essential features which are specific to
the girl's Oedipus complex.
When genital sensations in the infant girl gain in strength, in
keeping with the receptive nature of her genitals, the desire to
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